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To thetruly Noble, "Ek" 
ſary-General Reynolds, 


Honoured Sir, 


Account this Diſcourſe , as holding no 
proportion with the Greatne(s f the 
Occaſion which brought it forth , nor 
with the reſt of that Evening-Service, 
on which it was brought forth ( there- 
being nothing mean in that Funeral 
but the Sermon) ſo alſo unmeet to make one among (t ( 


many already extant upon this ſubject: And the truth is, 
Whos. {& $06 £439 6 "the bart of ite phich is in Cbriſt Ie- 
- reps 11/ 5 [ | 


! br; - 
ſent, an 0bjett to provoke their contempt, and hereafter 
a Witneſs to aggravate their impenitency, However, 
I reſiſt not its going forth, ſo our Lord may in any ſort 
ſerve himſelf therewith ; Any of hu = Ab ſweetneſs 
or helpfulneſs init : My great obſervance towards We 

elf, 


Your affectionate 
Dunſtanc in the Servant, tolove 
Eaft, this 16 and honor your 
of | 12- Ms. 

1654. 


OK acobs ; accoundealt Up, Dy and 
_ owned by one of his Seed, A- 
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Few and evil have the days of i the gears of my ti TI 
* and have not attainet, unto the days of the' yeers 
of the life of m) Fathers, in the Sag of their Pil- 
$rimege. 


Ss Helc arc the od of the Plttiarch 
Farob, 3nd with what evidence of 
truth, might that Daughter' of 
Abrahi, whoſe Exequies we now 
}. ccleÞrate, ſtand up and ſay them at- 
EPS fer hit, Few4nd evil hevyrhe days of 
the yeers of my life been, &c. Yea excepting the nwm- 
ber of his yeers (in thatindeed more ha py then he) 
I think we may all repeat them after Fo as WH 
betrer appear in the ſequel, 

A bee not unſeaſonable for our tho 
any time z forour whole He ſhonld-be,' as 
ſophers could ſay, a continual meditation of teak 
much leſs then unſcaſonable, when God doth offer 
unto us, either in our ſelyes, or 'others pour us, 
ſame GMincat occaſions apd provocarions'te e6Juch 
meditations. | fi 

c 
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three Propoſitionsor Concluſions, 


430 life 


birt a but 4 
2. Thidgzs af this aur Pilgrimage are but few. 
'3+ Theſe ew days of dir" age ave evil. 


To'begin with the firſt of theſe, from the laſt 
. word in the Texts Our life here is but 4 Polgrimage ; 
this was ſhaddowed out ig the Continuall flitings of 
the Patriarchs, they dwelt but in Tears and Taber- 
nacles,.and did never ſtick to confels :hat rhey were 
bat Pilgrimes and ſtrangers ao earth, as the Holy 
Ghoſt bears them witneſſe, Heb. 11. 13. Aye they 
might well iay ſo, may ſome think, for rhey had-- 
not yet obtained .the Land of promiſe ; but was it 
ſoatterwards? yes, mark what David ſays, when 
he was King of the Country, King Ifay, 
- country,in compariſon of whoſe Tahabay 
tions beſides were ſtrangers, and thatgngexHſcn 
he was out-lawed by 4Ab/alom,and went 'we 
the, Moyne of. 0/#ves ; butin the ti f 
joy ang:feſtiviry,when his Soh So/omey was inſtalled 
as his ſucceſſor, 1 Chros. 29. 14-15- A8 things (faith 
he) come of thee, and of thine own have we given thee, 
for we ave ſtrangers before thee, and Sojoutners as were 
all owy fore-Fathers: 1. i She 1 TIN 
 Andthereforc he callsthe Churcha Tabetnacle, 
7 15.1. Lord who ſhall awell in thy Tabernacle: 
And Peter, the time of out life, a being in this Ta- 
* bernacle; 2.. Pet. 1. 13, | | 
: Our Lord Jcſus, whoſe members we UE, Was 
bornin an Inn, alodging for ſtrangers: inhis life 
time, he had not a houſe where to lay his head, and 
when he was dead, he was buried in another mans 
Sepulchre: 


: 


are here;we om 
weareathome in the body, we are m cnt {3a [ 
Lord,2 Cor. 5. 6. and fromthe beſt of qus friends, 
our elder brother, Chriſt Jeſus, and all our fellow 
brethren, the glorified Saints and Angels; ;we 3rc 
abſent from our own home, eur houſes in Heayen 
When this Earthly Tabernacle is diffolved; we 
have a building of God, an houſe; not made with 
hands, Eternal in the Heavens, 2 Cor. 5,1. Houles 
indeed we have here , as Faxes have their holes, 
and. Birds their-neſts, and Bees their hives, to 
chaſtdand driven from them; but herg; we 
continuing City : 1»-1y F athers Houſe, (aith. = 
are many Manſions, os \ertled dwellings, Hon muſt 
be our abode, that's our ago Beth Gyolams. 
our houſe of Eternity, and there lygs qur means, 
that Inheritance that fades not away) is reſcrved for 
usin the Heavens, Nany profitable inſtructions 
we learn from hence. As, .-. 

Uſe. Notto ſeck great things for our ſelves; 
"tis the ſame.Ulſc that God þy Feremy makes vpon 
the like-occafion, Fer. 45-4. 5. ſaith bc why Barach, 
1 miti break down and pluck up ths whole I 
ſhall be given up intothe hands of it rangerk, © 
muſt rm awhile in it, and ſe i 
brevis rin ſetk them not :. Trove 
ſeek for honours and: officesin the way as hey #0, 
all their care is, :how they may paſs well and quier- 


bf 


ir cſtate athome'=- We who-are Citizens of ano- 
ther corporation, muſt meddle no-more with the 
world; then-needs muſt ,' if ve bave any thing to 
dowithir, it muſt be to get ſome competent provi- 
- ib! (ice Dice make us a fairer and ſurer 
effar&in' or: Country ,-to further our reckoning 
there; Phil: 4. I”7. 
2-2, *Not totake too much pleaſure in the things 
| of the world; Travellers do-.not ſeptheir hearts.up- 
on theirTiih, whichthey know they«muſt ledvetfic 
next moriiin: The:Rechabites that lived in Tents 
-{ asfrangers, ' would not drink wine or ſtrong drink, 
' to make their hearts merry, If we had all the com- 
forts of this Inn, yet we muſt rejoyce, bur ſparing- 
ly, remifly in it , as if we rtjoyced nor, as Paul doth 
counſel us, t Cer. 7. 30. Let them that rejoyce, be as 
though they rejoyced not, forthe faſhionof this world 
paſleth away, it is-atthe beſt. but a feaſt of Taber- 
nacles z do not ſtay too lon » krq any thing. Ariſe, 
depart this s not your veſt, Micha 2.10.) » 
"3. To abſtain from fleſhly lufts ; "and this uſe the | 
Apoſtle Peter would have us make of it, 1 Pet. 1.11. 
Dearly beloved, ſaith he, as ftrangers and #ilerimes, 
abſtain from fleſhly lufts, which war agaig ſoul , 
theſelike thieves willwound uz in.our th theſc 
were they that undid-the-People! of 1ſraet; vas they 
were going to Canaan, tlicy tella tuſtingafter the 
=, daughters 


I DSP 5+ hereto | 
daughcets of Moab, and (6 fel-ſhotrof their Coun- 
try:z/-'tis not for Travelers tolye' guzling incycry 
Aietbouſs; 'tis fot for theſe Travellers-to go a 
whoringaftertheſe earthly things. ' -\- 4 

/4;; Fo look for hard ciitettainment 5 Dogs will 
be barking 'at ſtrangers, be they never ſo honeſt, 
and'F ravellers muſt look for foul weather, and ill 
way, -and-homely fare, and ſtrange uſage, all thefe 
muſt we look for invhis life':' many a curſed Poty 
will be'barking at us, many 4-Sh1wawill be curfitigy 
much hard meaſure, and much'foul weather, m 
we have with the world, and yet 'we muſt rite on; 
and in patience: poſſeſs our ſouls; and to.thatend 
conſider we: that our God hath provided us ſome 
comfort, to wear out the tediouſueſs of the way : 
. He hath given us his Statutes to be our ſongs in the 
houſe of our Pilgrimage, Pſal. 119. $4. To make 
mierty' within our journey , as David ſpeiks : 
Nay, he himſelf will go along and ſojourn'with us; as he 

romiſed toigo down with Facob into Egypt, his Cloud 
is preſence, ſhall be our defence, and we may ſend 
home every day, by our prayers, for ſuch things 
as we want here and for {ctting forward our buf 
neſs at home : -Chriſt our \Foſeph, 15 gon before us 
to make all ready for us; and we may have an an- 
Ger at any time from him, -we hear trom him eve- 
ry. week, and weare within ſightof home, and he 
witatlcngth entertain us.imto thoſe Manſions which 
he is gone to prepare for us; Toh. 14. 3. 

$5; Tg fcr our minds and hearts upon Heaven. 
Travellers'donot much mind mens ſayings or do- 
ings by the way: theyhear ſome chiding Fe others | 
dancing, others building , others plowing ; they 
may perhaps caſt ſome light glance upon them, but 

B thele 
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theſe they do,not heed much,. 25, your clients int 
Tearm time, - going to Weſtminſter , do.not much. 
mind whom they meet, or whom. they paſs by, t 
have orher buſineſs intheir heads y, Anion vere pv- 
us, 101. Vacat ad laydes & opprobria; a truly pious 
mind ſhould not be at1cifureto think of any thi 
but its Country our deſires ſhould ſtillrun upon. . 
home, our ccnyerfation ſhould be in Heayen, our 
earneſt groaning, ſhould be to be clothed upon with 
that houſe ; there is. our treaſure , there ſhould our 
hearts be alſo; when Nehemiah was in the King of 
Perſias Pallace, yet his heart was at Fer»ſalem, and 
Daz is/ opencd his windows towards it every day, 
when he was. in-Babylou: why ſhould not we ſpend 
our beſt meditatzons -upon oun-Fernſalem which is 
:bove £ why ſhould not we open our cyes; the win- 
dows of our ſouls, and caſt them upon our Heaven- 
ly Canaes, atleaſt once every day, as Mefer on, Nebo 
did once upon that earthly one: and fo with thoſe 
worthics mentioned in the Hebrews, declare plaialy 
that we ſeck a Country, 4 Gity which hath foundati- 
ons, whoſe builder and maker is God; and that the ra- 
ESTI .. _ "yy he 3 
' ..2. Concluſ. The 4ays of thu tbr Pilgrimage arc but 
few : Hence it js, that our life is coin things 
of the ſhorteſt continuance z by Fames 4. 14. toa 
V apour that appeareth for 4 little ſeaſow, and then 1v4a- 
. niſheth away, By Hezekiah, 11a. 38. 12. toa 
herds Tent, ſer up for a night, whoſe cordsperhaps 
are flacked the next day, andthe coveringdfolded 
up: By David, toa flying ſhadow, Fþal, 102.11, 
Toa fading flower, which grows up and s green. 
in the morning z but is. cur down, drycd up, and 
| wither- 


witheycd inthe evening, .?/#. 99.5.8. Toxmorn- 


dream, which is 25 ſoon ended bd Na. 
75 a9, Tox menial wk ocaſhon mol 
on, Pſ.l.'g0. 9." To duſt'that is blown 'away with 


every blaſt, Pal. 203. 14. Toa wind that paſſcrth 
| away and ear not again, Pſal. 78. 39.. By Fob, 
I to the motions of a Weavers Shurtle, Fob 7.6.'to 
the ridiag of a Poſt, to the Sayling of a Ship, to -—— 
the flying of an Eagle when ſhe haſterh to the prey, - 
Fob g. 25. 26, The Holy Ghoſt hath picked out 
all the choiceſt fimilitudes, whereby to expreſs our 
momentary condition, and yf there had been any 
on; more emphatical , tis like he would have 
uſed ir. 
"Hence it ww rock Fw ome mock a the 
ears of his life bur days, The days of the years 
Iatnidage he-reckoned chem bur days, not by 
longer meaſure, on purpoſe to fignific the ſhort- 
neſsof them ; And thence it is ao, that-the book 
of the Chronicles, where the ages, Raigns and ſuc- 
cefſions of all the Kinzs of 1ſrael/and Fwdh, are ſet 
| down, 'is called but verbs dierwm, words of 


Nay indeed our whole life, is but as one day, 
and therefore our Saviour wils us to work: while it 
is day, that is- while we are alive, the night' will 
cotie,” the bell of our evening ſong will tole ere 
long; and then its paſt working time; Foh: 9.4. 

One reaſon of this, may be taken from the mat- 
terwhereof, we be made, and whereonweconfiſt, - 
| and that is Earth : Tabernacles you knony are ſoon - 

taken down or overthrown, becauſe they are but a 
coveting, they have. no foundation to ſettle upon, 
ſo ſaies Eliphaz of our bodics, they are houſes of 
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clay;” whoſe foundation'is inthe duſt; Fob. 4.19: 

aclay cottage; if ir-wore well underping, and had 
a,good grounfil,' it might-laſt a -pretty-while, but 
Having no' better materials,'no- ſtronger foundati- 
on, -no marvel ifthey ſo. ſoon moulder away : and 
that matter likewiſe is compounded of contraries, 
one continnally fighting againſt- another : now a 
Kingdom or a houſe thus divided, cannot long con- 
rinue. | 
2, To'this we may 'add the many encmies that - 
do bcleagure'us :"there area.thouſand ways to goe 
out of rhe world,” though but one to come ins fo 
that many a mans gandle is blown out before it burn 
to the ſocket, -many an apple plucked off, before it 
be ripe : not one of a thouſand'bath the thred of his 
—1ifc drawn out to: the full length; according to the 
courſe of natures! The goodlineſs of all flethis like 
the flower of the field, iſa..40. 6.not of the garden, 
expoſed'to all hatdſhips and hazards whatſoever. 

- -3.''/God in; his wiſe providence, hath-ſer ſuch li- 
Mits unto our age-leaſt-we ſhould grow; into extre- 
' mities, as namely; into extremity. of {inning :.inthe 

beginning of the world, men were more upright 
and innocent ; and then God lent them a longer ” 
time; burafterward when iniquity began ro abound 
he decreed toſhorten their.days, leaft fin ſhould be 
out of meaſure ſinful}: Thowhaj ſet our iniquity be- 
fore thee, ſaith Moſes to God, # ful.-go, 8. and. our 
ſecret ſins in the light of - countenance: and then it 
follows, our days are paſſed away in thy wrath, even 4s 
a tale that is told; and our yeers are but threeſcore and 
ten: And our bleſſed Saviour foretelling his Difct- 
ples what perſecution: ſhould befal them , ſays un- 
leſs thoſe days of perſecution. ſhould be ſhortened 
no 


no fleſh ſhould be ſaved, Mat. 24. 22. there would 


"= 


be no living in the world, the malice of their .cnc- 
mics would know neither bank nor bottom,: would 
not keep within any bounds. | 

There would be likewiſe extremities of miſerics 
if menſhould live always. in the world, if. our days 
indeed were good,the morethey. were, we might 
the merrier; but ſeeing they are ſo miſerable , its 
well that God in his-mercy hath made them ſo tew, 
Do but think with your ſclyes,if Adaw and Eve,our 
firſt Parents, ,had been:tyed to have lived until this 
day,whether they would not have beenthe-moſt mi- 
ſcrable couple that ever lived, . they ſhould have had 
a ſhare in all the calamities that have.Jight upon the 
world,God thercfore our of his goodneſs will ſhort- 
en our days,the ſooner to put an end to ourſorrows. 

objett. Some-perhaps will here think; thatour 
life is not ſo ſhort as we make it, ſeeing many live 
till they be Seventy or Fighty years old ;_ which 
ſcems to bea long time. PIES 

Anſv. To'whom I anſwer,tharyet this is nothints 
in 'compariſon of "Eternity : * a thouſand , years 
with God are bur as one day 3: nay>: it is nothing, in 
compariſon of the timetharthe Fathers lived bctorc 
the Flood, to whictv ir ſeems, :Facodi-inthis place 
had reference, though he were au hundred and t{1i- 
ty years 01d; yer-ſaith he, 1 have not attained to the | 
days of the years of the life of my Fathers : In 4he d:ys 
of theor Vilgrimage : {ome-whercof lived ſeven, 
ſometight, ſome nine hundred.years and upwards : 
Nay of thar' ſmall pictance of life which wehave, 
there is. grear part of it, which deſerves not the 
name: As thetime, - . p | 
1; Ot ſleeping,  thatsbut a ſhort kind of death ; 
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pre. OW ru and their names are promiſ- 
caoutly uled.' Our friend L4zervsfkeeperh: Awmeke 
thes that ; and ara £-pich the dead: I-found 
him dead 1aid Epaminendas , when he flew 'the 
ſleeping Sentinal, -and T-left him dead :. and this 
rime is well nigh the third part of our lives: Ye 
fur malus ile ma, faith Martzal of ſleep. 

2. Of Child-hood and Old-age, Howe e# fatuus 
u(4, ad anum quadragefSimum, deinde ubi novit ſe eſſe 
Jaraum, vita conſumptt eſt, (aid Luther, its long bc- 
fore a man begin to live, childhood and youth are 14- 
nity, Eccl. 11.10. and when he grows in yeers 


"= dies dayly, as the old man Adlexw,in Srobers,g0- 


ing cafily upon his ſtaff, ſaid to one that asked him, 
whether he went, pedetentens morior, I am going 
ſtep by ſtep into my grave. | 

3.Ot Eating and drinking, thee are a repairing,not 
an injoying of nature, and yet how much is beſtow- 
ed in theſe reparations, 1ſa. 5. 11. The Germans 
live as they pronounce , wvivere and bibere, with 
themis all one thing, and if we ply our liquor as we 
begin, they are like to loſe their Charter : and kow 
many rich gluttons are there among us, who fair de- 
liciouſly every day, and ſo every day loſe ſo much 
more of their life, howſocver uſually this time is 
one part of twelve. RH 

4. Of Recreations,{mici diem perdidimus, (aid he, 
my friends we have loſt the day,” which we ſpent in 
idleneſs, yet how many ſtand all the day idle, 

5. Of Sining,Zp.2.1:T on hath he quickened who were 
dead in ſinSand treſpaſſes,aithP ax! to his Epheſiens,and 
he tells Timothy, That 4 widow that lives, tn pleaſures, 
is dead whiles ſhe lives, 1 Tim. 5.6. | 

6. Of Sickneſs or ſuffering, noneſt vite vivere. ſed 


walter £) 
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valere, to live 1s notio be, butto be well, we fay. 
of ſome. delights! that a man cannot live withour, 
them : Wherefore s light given to him that 16 516 mi- 


fery, andlife to the bitter in. ſoul; fach Fob 3420.35 


if he ſhould ſay, . be had asgaod.be without.it, and 
ſpeaking of the day of his birth, which was the be- 
pannge his miſery, verſ.'6. Let not that, ſaith he, 
e jojned wnto the days of the yeers, bet it not come with- 
in the number of the Months : and Naahs Ark wherein 
he was impriſoned, is called- his Coffin, or. his ten 
Months Sepulchre, and the men in Hell are faidto 
die the death, to wit, becauſe. of their ſufferings, 
though there ſhall be alway a conjunRion of ſoul 
and body in them Z | 
_ Now when. all this is abſtracted, after' all theſe 
deduRions,from the time of our life, that which re- 
mains,” will be little or nothing, . our. days will be 
(ſhrunk into a narrow-compals: . oe” 
The meditation of the ſhortneſs of our lives, this 
fewne(s of ourdays, will be uſeful to teach us, . - 
1. Hf. Not to be too much taken with the things 
of this world : Not with Honours, when Samuel 
wasto annoint Saul, God gave him for afign that - 


| he would have him for a Prince over his people,that 


as ſoon as he was gone from him,he ſhould-find two 
men neer unto Rachels Sepulchre, 1 Sam..10. 2. 
God might have given him ſome other ſign, bur 
he choſe rather to give him this, it- may be ro quel 
the pride and vRupnrl of his new preferment, 
that- the. aſhes of ſo fair a creature as Rachel was, 
ſhould mind him what he ſhould be afterward, Not 
with wives and children, theſe which are now the 
pleaſures of thine eyes, ſhall ſhortly be loathſome 
and ſtinking carcaſcs, inſomuch 'that — ſhall 
| clire 
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PETR. 1-7 7 Yang 
defire that his beloyeU'Sarah kt be buried ontof 
{his ſight, that he may not behold- her : and there-. 

fore 7ſaacon the night of his Nuprtials, placed his 
wives bed'in the Chamber where* his Mother did 
dyc, totemper their Nuptial delights withithe re- 
membrance of death, ' Gem. 24. $7: - Are theſe. the 
things ye look pon, (aid Chrift to his Diſciptes;when 
they told himof the goodly buildings of the'Tem- 
ple : * rhere ſhall not be'1ettone ſtone upon another, 
which ſhall notbe thrown down ; ſo/do yelook up- 
on the world,and the glory and beauty and pleaſure 
in it; theſe you muſt ſoon part withal,” the time is 
ſhort, as Pau/'ſaith, 1 Cor. 7.29. and Fas EXCU- 
{cth the ſelling of his Birth-right, becauſe he ſaw his. _ 
death was ſo nigh : 7 am at the point to die (faith he) 
and what goodwill this Birth-right do me, Gen. 25432 . 
ſo ſhalt thou ſayerc long, ofall the Titles, the hou- 
. es, the riches, the relations thou enjayeſt : let there- 
fore thoſe that have wives, be as thoug " had none, 
thoſe that buy as though they poſeſed not, thoſe that uſe 
the world as not abefoe it;medicum & non videbimur: 
a little while and we thall not be ſeen, our places 

ſhall know us no mote. Fre 
2, Not to be too much caſt down with adyerlitics, 
if our affli tion be grear, it ſhall be but ſhort : Sigra- 
vs, brevis, chough ir hold outto the end of our life, 
yet this will not be long: with this you may com- 
fort your ſelves in all your troubles, tarry and wait 
the Lords leiſure a very little,and he that ſhall come 
wil come,and wil not tarry,though the way of your 
Pilgrimage be tedious and weariſom, yet the days 

thereof arc but few. IC 
3. Not to make our lives ſhorter, by negle& or 


abuſes of them : a man may ſpeak as much in few 
words 


[17] | | 
wordsas in many, anda man.my live more in a day 
then another doth ina yeer : our life conſiſts in at- 
on . ſomuch as we doe, fo-much do we live, -and 
C> much of our life as is unprofitable, ſo much of 
our life death ral :. take heed therefore of 
melting away ſo many hours in pleaſure : he that 
lives in pleaſure is dead while he lives, though he _ 
rhinks with the talians, that onely he. and ſucly as 
himſclf know how to live, 1 Tim. 4. 6. 

4. Not to defer our repentance,ourturning to him 
who is our life,& the length of our days, Des.30.20 
to him who is the reſurrection and the life,Foh.1 1,25 
ſecing our time is ſo ſhort: there were certain fools in 
Pauls time,that ſaid, Let us eat & drink for to morrow 
we ſh1l dies of the ſame humor is the Devil, who hath 
great wrath, becauſe his time is ſhort;but the holy A- 
poſt!c made no ſuch conſequence, bur the contrary, 
Let i! awake to live righteouſly, and ceaſe.to fin, 1 Cor, 
15.24. and 'tis the mulery ofrhiee times alfo, though 
weail row forward to deaths ſhore; yet like Water- 
men \we look backward, we dare not look death in 
the face, nor trouble ourſelves with thinking of it: 

It may ſeize upon us before we be aware. Old and 
young, like Peter and Fohn, we both runto the Se- 
pulchre, our life is a race thither, and ſometimes 
Fohn the younger, out-runs Peter, and comes firſt 


m * 


ko it. 

God may take you ny, while you are in the 
hear and fury of your youth, and while your wan- 
ton blood boils in your veins, therefore 
what manner of men ought ye to be,in all holy con- 
verſation and godlineſs, how ſhould we with Fob 
14-14. Al the days of onrappointed time,wait tell the 
change came. C 3. Coucl, 
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3- Concluſ. So we have done withthe ſecondCon- 
cluſion, The 4ays of our Pilgrimage are but fem: few in 
compariſon of Eternity,ot the firſt fathers, and few 
in themſelves, the greateſt partbeing diverted, and 
otherwiſe employed, and it were well that the old 
Text were bound up in a lefler and better Volume, 
their filver changes into gold : if our lives as ſhor- 
ter, ſo were happier then theirs, but iris not ſo with 
us z even theſe few days of our Pilgrimage are alſo evil. © 
which is our third concluſion, as there 'is want of _ 
days.,ſo ſtore ofmiſeries. 18h who was wel ſeen in this 
Theme, tyes theſe two conclufions both frm 


Fob 9.25.My days are ſwifter then aPoſt, they fly away, 
anathey ſee S cankind as of himſelf,ſo of 5 uf wt 
Fob 14.1. Man that is born of « woman is of few days, 
and ful of trouble:If we look upon Facob,we ſhal find 
him a veryMap of miſcry,experience he had of ma- 
ny wearuome-winters,in his younger years in hisFa- 

hers houſe, he lived-ig continual fear of his brother 
Eſau, .and atlaſt was frced to fly the country,after- 
wards he endured a long and hard ſervice under his 
Uncle Zabay, who changed his wages ten times in 
the day the draught conſumed. him, - and the froſt 
by night: and then had a trick put upon him in his 
marriage : heard every day the bitter contentions . 
and emulations of his wives.z when he comes home 
the. firſt welcome is the death of his Rachel :*then 
tollows the news how his Foſeph was devoured,that 
Dinah was defloured;that Simon and Levi had mur- 
dered the Shechemites, that Ruben had' defiled his 
own bed : I might tell you likewiſe of David and 
all his: troubles as he calls them, Pſal. 132, 1. But 
why ſhould T inſtance intwoor three, as if ir were 
not 
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nat.a-common condition, every man is;a Beuens, 4 

ſon. of forrow:Itigs alot which eyery one. muſt draw 

in their courſe, every man hath his task of afMMiction. 

We come weeping into the world, tears arc the firit 

preſage of our future conditton 3 Nundum loquiter, _— 

nfans (faith Auſtin) & tames prophetat z Tears are. 

our firſt Rhetorique, before we can-{peak wepro- | 

pheſic, and by a dumb kind of divination, wail out ' 

the ſtory of our after life. And when we have done 

our lives ,we go weeping or groaning out, our Gere- 

ſis and our Exodus, our entrance and our ending do 

both agree : Nor is that littlepoint of time that runs- 

berwixt theſe, any whit happier. Our life, as you, | 

hear before, isa Pilgrimage, ſubje& to colds and | 

draughts, ex poſed to dangers of beaſtsand robbers, 

and a thouſand ſuch like, a continual warfareupon 

Earth, where we are encompaled with enemies : a 

Navigation, calamity fojlows upon. calamity, as 

, one wave treads uponthe heel of another : avery | 
Babyloniſh captivity, The days of our age threeſcore | 

_ years & ten,ſaith the Plalmiſt,and juſt ſo.long laſted 

the captivity of 1ſrae/;, We have ſold our ſelves for : 

nought as ſlaves, and the world is no betterthen an —. 

houle of corre&tion, where every one of us is ſetto | 

his labour, and every one of us muſt look for his 

ſtripes, no ſtate or condition of man is exempted | 

even Kings Crowns are fo full of cares, that if a 

man knew them indeed, he would not take one up, 

though he found it lyiag upon the ground, 

T he life of the Student, which ſome account a 
fair idle life, is called by Solomon a ſore travail, Ec. 
I. 13, which God hath givento the ſons of men, 
ro excrciſe or to afflit them withal, as it is in the 
C 2 Mar- 
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Margent, and verſe18, He that encreaſeth knowledy 


encreaſeth ſorrow, mich ſorrow'and yexarion it coſts 
before he-have got it, and when he hath got it, ir 
brings many with it; a wiſe man find$ many de- 
fees, foreſees his miſcries,and ſo makes them longer 
can look into all the corners of them; and knows 
how! to' aggravate them,” he ſces many things amis 
af home and abroad which he is unable to remedy, 
and ſo increaſeth his ſorrow, - 

And for your Mechanical callings, ou are al- 
ways complaining cither of ſcarciry or deadnefle of 
trading, or hevineſſe of taxes, .or failing of your: 
debtors, or of ſome one thing or other, 

© "The wicked have their evil days, many an Agu- 
zh fir, many an inward gripe, and grudging, ma- 
n _- of that burning feaver that wans them in- 

ell. Mt 

The Righteous they alſo have their evil days: 
days of temptation, wherein they are to wreſtle 
with Principalities and Powers, days of ſpiritual de- 
ſertion, when by their fins they have cauſed God to 
hide his face from them:daysof troubles and opreſſi- 
ons from the world. Andall theſe fo many, that 


/ if a man for all the- good days, ſhould lay down ſo 


p—_—  — 


K { 


may white ſtones, and for all the bad ones, ſo many 
black ones « when we come to caſt up the reckoning, 
we thould find the number of the black ones, to ex- 


, ceed the white, ſach a thing is our life, as a man 


would nottake it, if he knew what it were before he 
took it ; if he -were to chuſe , he would not 
buy - his ' being upon ſuch conditions-: one 
cries with the  Shunamites ſon, My head , = 

head; 
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head,” another with the Prophet, my belly, my bel- |; 
ly; another with 4, complains of his tcet 5 ano- 
ther with Zzekjas of his ſore in the body ; another 
with E fav, of his hunger z one with David, my ſon 
my ſon; another with Eliſha, my Father, my Fa- | 
ther ;- one with Fob complains of anill wifes ano- | 
ther with-4bzgail, of a churliſh Husband, another 
with Foſeph, of unmerciful brethren : And the rea- 
ſon of all this, why the Lord lays this. muſtard, 
theſe bitters, upon the Teats of this world, is, leaſt 
we ſhould hang too much upon them, he ſends 
daſhing ſhowrs,and rainy weather, tro make us haſt- 
en our journey, for if our way were fair and good, 
we would loyter in vur journey, fit us down and 
hold chat,and ſo perhaps be benighted , if all things 
here went well with us and to our likeing, we ſhould 
g0 necr with the fool in the Goſpel, to ſing are- 
quiem to our ſouls, here {et up 'our reſt; and ſay 
with Peter, it is good being here: God therefore in 
great wiſdom having appointed man to a more ex- 
cellent happineſſe, hath mixed all our ſwect cups, 
with bitter ingredients,that ſo we might fipple more 
ſparingly of them, and ſeek elſewhere tfor our hap- 
pineſſe : He ſees how were wedded to the world, 
and have our hearts glued toir, and how we could 
be content to fit- down by its fleſhpots, and there- 
fore he will have us here beaten and evil intreated, 
to make us long for that land, where flows milk and 
* honey ; he will have the waters of troubles overflow 
all things below, that with Noahs Dove, finding 
no reſt tor the ſoals of our feet here, we might be- 
take our ſelves to the Ark, and fly as a bird unto 
God.,the-hill of our refuge ; Whenthe Heathen had 
C3 ſuffered 
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ſuffeted Shipwrack of all his eſtate; Well fortune, 
ſaith he, now I perceive; thou wouldſt have me be- 
come a Philoſopher : By all theſe things God would 
have us to become Chriſtians indeed, and to mind 
Heavenly things. h 
I. U 74 T he conſideration of theſe evil days,may 
ſerve to ſtrike a terror into the hearts of impenitents 
for theſe are bur the beginning of their ſorrows, who 
do dye in their fins. | 
The day of Judgement is moſt properly called 
the evil day, and that night of eternity thar follows 
upon it: The night, Fohng. 4. in this life the 
wicked have now and then ſome twilight of com» 
fort bur after this life, there ſhall be a perfe& mid- 
night, no glimmering of light, no ſunto riſe any 
more upon them. The cloudsof Gods anger, are 
now bur in gathering, bur then the great deeps ſhall 
be broken up, and ſhall overflow them : The days. 
of this life, though they be miſcrable, yer they are 
but few, and thatis ſome help, but that help is not . 
thereto be had, Remember the days of darkneſs for 
they are many, Eccl. 11.8. Nay, theyare infinite, 
they ſhall never have end : Therfore I ſay with So- 
lomon, Remember theſe days, break off thy ſins by righ- 
teouſneſs, and take hold of him who i our peace, other- 
wile there is not the leaſt of thy troubles, bur it is a 
certain carneſt and pledge of thy everlaſting tor- 
ments. | 
2. Uſe, Letall the children of God learn to make 
that uſe of the evils of this preſent lite, that God 
doth intend by them. 
Tolong and breath after that State and Place, 
where all tears ſhall be wiped from oureyes; as 
| | that 


[ 25 
that ſon that endures + bl ina farcountry, doth 
with the Prodigal, long to be athis fathers houſe : 
That Marriner that is toſſed and tumbled betwixt 
winds and waves ſtriving for him, longs to be atthe 
Haven, as the wounded Hart brays for, and ſceks 
after the water Brooks, as the watchman waits for 
the morning, as the Captive or Priſoner doth figh 
for deliverance, that which home is to the Travel- 
ler, whatthe Havenisto the Marriner, what wa- 
tertothe panting Hart, what the morning to the 
watchman, what redemptionis to the captive, that 
is Heavento the ſoul that is in mjſery. 

Never therefore read or hear that promiſe of our 
Saviour, Behold 7 come ſhortly,and ſurely I come quick- 
ly , but letthe troubles that here moleſt and diſquict 
thee, cauſe thee to rake up that fervent acclama- 
tion, Amen, Ever ſo come Lord Feſus, come quickly. 
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Upon the death of the moſt worthy 
' Lady, Suſanna Reynolds (Wite 
to the Hononrable Commitlary- 
General Reynolds) who dyed at 
Wanſtead Houſe, Fan. 8. 1654- 


Is hard now not to write, if Ink were ſcant 
4 Ot failed now, Tears might ſupply that want. 
Let Fir trees how], at this ſweet Cedars fall, 
* Letdry and withered ones, this Funeral, 
Acad with fear, and whart's to the green Os 
Obſerve with trembling, ſhall this radiant Shan 7 
Go unlamented down « Oh no, the loſs 
= Is Univerſal, and this ſtroak a Crols, "Wo 3 
Plal. 43: 91 Tothe whole world ; which by her loſs now waits 
and 75, 3. A Shield and Pillar, for ſuch are the Saints 
Unto the tottering Earth, to ward off bloys , 
Bear burthens, and prevent ſad overthroyws , 
Whocver heard her name intime of life 
In cither ſtate of Virgin, or of Wife ; 
But with th' Appendix of the higeſt praiſe ; 
A ſtrife twixt Grace and Nature which ſhould raiſe 
Her moſt, was viſible unto thoſe fey, 
Who had the glory of a nearer view : 
Her far fam'd worth did touch all ears and hearts, 
With love and wonder; Virtue, Perſon, Parts , 
q Deport- 


Zac. 11,2 
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Deportment, Wiſdom, Sweetneſs, all combin'd, 
«» To conquerevery Nobler heart and mind. 
And who hath heard ſhe's dead, without a grief, 
And horrour, ſuchas ſcarce admits relief; - 
Herearly, too too carly loſs of breath, - 
Gives all our joys an Univerſal death, _ 
And yet, nor fohs nor tears. this equal can, 
Although our eyes out flow the Ocean. 
In this one inſtance lee the truth of all 
T hole Sacred Similes,” that ſpeak mans fall z 
His life is likened to a Vapour vain, | | 
To Shepherds Booth, ſoon up and down again, 
To flying ſhadows, To a fading flower, { 
Grows up, is green, pluck't withered in an hour. \ 
To dreams ith' morning, ended ere begun, | 
Toa ſhort ſtories Race, thar's quickly run. | 
To Duſt that's blown away with every blaſt, 
To Wind that goes and comes no more in haſt : 
To Weavers Shuttle moving faſt away, 
To flying Eagles, haſting to the prey, 
To the ſwift {ayling Ships, that haſten moſt z 
To the ſwiftriding of a winged Poſt. 
All theſe made good in one ſo juſtly dear ; 
May fill Survivors hearts with care and Fear. 


 Tober worthy Husband. 


Y'* have loſt your ſofteſt, ſweeteſt half, a part 
Is rent from offthat Cawl that hides your heart : 
How great's your loſs : You but begun to know, 
What youto God, for ſuch a/Mate did owe. 

The Throne of Beauty ſeated in her Face, 

Loves Loadſtone, in ber = and peerleſs grace, > 


: | 3 OM 
ate ER NES a 
Ot love (next to-you, ove ner- e," 
Her 6-055 and memory.” And love the Lord, : | , 
Who once (though but awhile) was pleas'd r' afford 
And lend youſucha Jewel, but few ſuch 
Do ſhine on Earth, alith' earth-will ſay as much. 
And now. She ſhines above, behold her there, 
By Faith, and follow her, up to that Sphere, | 
Where centred both in him, whom we adore, 
Youle meet e'r& long, neer to'be parted more. 


To her Noble Parents; 


Y' have loſt part of your ſelves, a Child, a Friend, 
The ſeed of taireſt hopes, which might c xrend 
To after times, in-her your ſclves {er forth, 
In anew Volume, the ſame Grace and w orth ; | 
viegs to the world and Saints, have lived ſill, 
cn Heayen your ſouls, and earth your bodies fil: 
_ But why do thoughts 'gainſt himariſe and mount 
: /Who of his-marters guyeth.no account : 
* Death likethe Serpent's dicted and mpſt + 
E 3 Meddle no-further, onely feed on duſt ; 
And give upthat at laſt, -as he that's bold, 
To chop up morſels, too too hot to hold, 


That part which, OUWEre. Organs t0 convey, 
Shall be reſtored] in that Siorious day. 


'7 0 her Brethren and onch Sifer. 


8 Y hayeloſt yourſglvcs repeated angjn olcfs,... 
Sa Aol en oF409} FROeR d- Ph 
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Your ſouls; you ſtill mightlearn, a ſtaff, a ſtay, 
She might have proov'd to you another day; _ 
Y' have loſt a Right hand 'and a Non-ſiuichtriend \ 
When once your precious Parents days ſhall end. 
Strive to make up this Breach, Striveto exceed, 
Excel your ſelves in every;worthy Deed. 
Reſemble her that's gone, pray to inherit, 
A double portion of your Siſters Spirit. 


Sic deflevit, Hodieg, deflet. 


T homas | HE, arl 0N, 


Dy. 


In Excellemifſimam, 7: Chari. 


fimam , Dom. Suſannam- 


Reynolds. F 

Sie: Flevit, HP. _ 

Er matchleſs worth had I not known ; 

' | My ruſtick Reed -had.never blown , 

But cauic I knew this Phenix well, 

My Tit-moule joyns. with Philomel : 

Ardthoughunshil'd-in-Sol, Fa, Re, 
Can beara part in Zachrime. 


The little Spanlect of her life 

She paſt a Child, a Maid, a Wife : 
The firſt was ſuch a lovely ſtory , 

Her Parents had that joy, that glory ; 
So ſweet it was, that they cantel!l, 
Obedience beyond Paralel : 

She could ſubſcribe with guileleſs breath 
Obedient Daughter unto death: 
There needed not a Fathers frown, 
Or Mothers lowrings to take down. 
An awleſs Spirit, where an eye, 

Or hint commanded Loyalty. 

(Deer heart) ſo anxious to obey... 
She grew all duty (as ſome ſay) 

She carryed duty, or it her, 

Unto the Grave, if I don't erre. 


A Virgin ſo unſoild, ſo chaſt, 
Thar to bee a Wife the made no haſt ; 


TP [ 29] 
Such vertue - in Beauty hid, 
Thar all abſurd atzemptsforbid. 

Honour and Greatneſs came a wooing,. 
And Riches offer'd to be dooing , 

But in her boſome find's no place, 

It was ſo taken upwith Grace. 

Curled Locks,- and powdered Loyns, * - 
T he Votaries to Beauties ſhyines : ' | 
Painted Puppets, and finethings | 
Like men, with Watches and with Rings, 
Preſenting Love in Ryme and'Profe,'- - - 
Were anſwered, I will none of thoſe 
Unle(s 1 meant to ſee Bmeteats, - * - 
Playd by Baboons or Marmdſets.. 


Ar-length her Nobler thoughts ſhe plac'd 

On one whom-Heaven and Earth had grac'd , 
But how like to a Rock ſhe ſtood, 

"Gainſt Waves and Seas to make yows good, 
And how throughthick, thin, hot and cold, 
She travel'd; and through ways untold. 

And how her worth did {wim above, 

Frowns and diſQains to anſwer love ; 


_ Yea how withal ſhe did conteſt , 


To gain a long'd for ſhort-liv'd reſt, 
Muſt be the work of a Stcel'd Pen, 
I can but weep it ore agen. 


-A Wite ſhe is: Oh give me back 
That word agen ! though words TI lack, 
Totell how good ſhe was , and yer, 
Whether a Wife, I ev'n forget; 
For ere the Sun had run irs round, 
Nor Child, nor aa Arr Wite was found : : 
3 


EY INS 4, a 
_ - ». But dainty Duſt, layd up in Clay; ;; --/ 
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» 
Onely (Deer Shade), this muſt I ſay, 


Religion and not Phancical, 
Prudence and meeknels not formal. 
And faithfulneſs without deceir, 
A ſpirit moſt humble,. and as great ; .. 
Birth worth, and ſweetneſs mer in thee, 
All ſtrove for place, yetallagice; 

- "But what of theſe 2 Alas lhe dies : 
Letother Muſes write, mine cries. 


For ſorrows tears dro not fr&m Pens (bleſt Sue) 
+But hearts and eyes, ' Adew, adew, adew. 


"YH. P. 
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Ask no Muſe's help to write, 
Nor yet of Venus flame or light. 
My F ancie's mov d by Nobler love., 
Such 4s virtuous minds approve.  . - 
Beauties fair colour, and its Shape, 
Is Natures gift, or Natures Ape. 
By love, which of two Souls made one, 
Two Spirits compoſition ; % NT 
And Friendſhips Sacred Boud.ſo knit. 
Death's Sword alone, could ſevere it. 
Pythagoras and Plato may 
bh of Scepticks eas ly gain the day. 
Old Poets ſome blind Prophets cal, fe 
Since love's become. Ethereall. ...  -.. 
Our Goſpel ground-work, and no leſs, 
Then hearts enjoyments, 45 we gueſs, 
More of Souls love, 1 can't reherſe, 
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Intear's Flond, ends my Sman-like Ver ſe, 
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"An obitum rag; Pune go or ag 
nimi 1llius. Renoldi, Exercirus imperial 
by hve ci publici:- Sic allocutus 
eſt conjux. 


Uo cnn unfelixuunquan ſat ' 2b ano 
Non mala | w——_ is ſub pondere ftiatus ? 
Connubiine diem celer es celebrare reverſum ? 
Feftinant nimium dicis tua carbaſa vents. 
En quid habet thalamus? Leitum mors occupat atra. 
uid facis ah Fitum ? Cujus precordia rump * | 
C lephyr4 quid properas gracites difſundere arenas , 
uid perags ; viduum ga de ludere mundum ;, 
Te nihil attonwir,” qui rants emicat ignis 
Ingenii radiis ?\' Te nil tot _ ments : 
Nilpietas, nil cara files , nilinclyta virtis 2 
E xtmixs candor nil ; nobilitaſy, parentam : 
Suadet, ut infauſtum poteris drvertere telum ? 
Parcarum quid ſunt nifi nomines vana wy ; 
Parcere que nottr« nondum diditere Renolds. 
S1 pietatis opus, $i quid pia numina Spettamt : 
Omnia circumſtant. "Nee deſunt ſemina vite 
Ne ſcia ſola necis : que Sdnttd paſcitur aura, 
Poſſumus interne nullum mortale videve ,” + 
Sd quod ad buc maneat poſt vani tempora mmpdi.” - - 
Creditur 4ternii hominem vixiſſe diebus., 
$1 deerant matuls. Qua ſunt bb cpetFore mend ? 
Pulchra Venus neros circumtulit : Inclytanullas, 
Continet Hec ſorces animo ut ſic corpore pura. 
Mors injuſſa ven, non eſt tibt lata poteſt as ; 
Ut ſponſa dirimas.. In me convertito telum. 
 nidfacit ah ! jaculi fi ſit, mea petFora tentet ; 


, {) 
hh. 


Et que vitamegat Twrmnls ſolaris carpan, © 


' Dixit :: ff Innexua barens. ice Laotyrap nin | SA 


Fane wry EY dad _ TEPE 
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